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foundation’s vision



The Harvest Foundation researches and responsibly
invests in programs and initiatives to address local

challenges in health, education and welfare.

foundation’s mission

Martinsville/Henry County community citizens






“The Harvest Foundation is great for
our community. It gives people hope.”

David DePriest, Executive Director, YMCA,
speaking about The Harvest Foundation

ki

4 <
Inaugural Board of The Harvest Foundation




The Harvest Foundation traces its roots back to a 2001 study commissioned by the governing board of
Memorial Health System. As a result of this study, the board determined that the citizens of Martinsville
and Henry County would best be served by selling Memorial Hospital’s assets and using the proceeds to
establish a philanthropic organization dedicated to improving the quality of life in the region.

The first challenge was to find a suitable buyer. Memorial had been faithfully serving Martinsville and
Henry County residents since 1977. It was considered imperative that the new owners remain committed
to maintaining or improving the level of healthcare at the facility.

The sale was finally completed in May 2002, and The
Harvest Foundation was created. Governed by much of the
same board that had overseen Memorial’s operations, the
organization began to take form over the remainder of the
year. Mission and vision statements were created. Grantmaking
guidelines were determined. Board members were educated
in the nuances of governing a foundation like Harvest. The
groundwork was laid for a successful future.

The Harvest Foundation now enters a new phase in its
existence. As the grantmaking process gets underway, our
community will finally begin to see the fruits of the
Foundation’s first year efforts.



Martinsville original mail distribution center, national historic landmark
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